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Despite what expenience — or inferior guides
may have told you, Carnival starts on Saturday.
Foralot of people, itends on Saturday too, That's
when an enthusiastic crowd converges on Homi-
man's Pleasance Park on Kenzal Road to watch
the weekend's best-kept secret. Panorama is the
UK's national steel band  competition, “and
whether vou know it or not, it's the beating heart
of the whole shooting match.

A ot of people who love Carnival areunaware
that Panorama even exists, Vet 1ts rootsaremnter
twined with those of the whole event. Steelpan
music has beena central part of the celebrations
since the Carmival's very first vear, in 1964,
aune Laslett mnvited the pan players
rly performed at The Coleherme pul
irl's Court to play her inaugural street party.
A then-mpressive but 1 quaint-soumnding
1,000 ravers turned ot to the Motting Hill Chal-

Therubberised lip of a steelpan hanmer

dren's Neyghbourhood Festival to dance in the
eets to the Rus :u.-Ii Henderson steelband and
Sterling Bettancourt's band, Nostalgia,

Although Panorama itself didn't evolve as a
:--11:;wl|l|n|.u1|l|. 19735, it has since wi to be
ome of the bigpest and most respected steel band
competitions outside of Trinidad & Tobago.
Compared with the modern delights of the Ram-
g "1'|L||'|r| ’ :I|:-'_I|'I;.*-C|‘:'Ii_L!':'II:-|'|"|'I‘.
like a qu t, but seeing the amount of
work put in by the I'l.‘I_L'.'flll':}."i mpions, Ebony
Steelband, puts itinto perspective

Ebony was founded 38 vears ago, and has tak-
en part in every Panorama since its inception.
Civer the vears, they have won the contest a more-
than-respectable 14 times, including nine consec-
u‘.‘.u- wins between 1985 and 1994, Anise "Haf-

s Hadeed 15 the ammanger for Ebony's hig
hf'.nu thetop plavers whorepresent theorchestra
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CONCETT £
vt thres H- rs & right
monthp um:lu,a,ll'.x-r' ent, and thearranger's job
is sornewhere between composer, conduct
“,,1.,,_]]. ianager, The arrangenent 15 all-impor
in steelpan; in 2004, | Vi --II.I £ SEVeT 'l

ferent u.q..n. S0 |m|.=nr.fl. : |:1...~l be very
i1|*.|Juri;u|‘ 'iL,iui"'! wotld itmyselfinnok
with no |x~1~rn'1 1l style. 1 just deal 1.%1..1 TSI,
heve a theme — which is what we call the song or
srore - and | '.';-.nz'l-'. with tha aslgo
along. S0 youTre am: a form of
ill'lrl‘.'-‘-'-.'*-.'l|il'l"l'll'l

Hadesd
1984 and has been in
their Panorama-winning
that what has kept him
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poaition at the same time.”
with Ebony in
il but one of
serformances. He savs
lIowal s simple — »
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Notting Hill Carnival

Vs wellas the pans,

I!Ie'j-. reteally, really good, Tarr: m”u' for bands
| Trinidad Iu years, vou know 'a. 1at [ mean;
| ain't no amateur, | worked with some. good

meof the be
yand setti
warily at the tape recorder.
don't &0 to theirhead, though!
Cut=ide of Pancrama, however, it seems the
unstoppable rise of the sound system s squeez-
ing steelpan out of the Camival proper.
Although the bands are still included in the Car-
nival line up, they are given low priority when it
comes to getting them out among the crowds.
Some see thisasa portent of things to come as
Carmivalom »the tourist coin.
‘Everything revolves argur 1d the sound sys-
tem, the IJI the masqueraders or whatever,' savs
Hadeed. ‘You have m]nn;ul.n[3.‘|z.].fn|m‘||:g.-_
all over the place. What made our Carnival dif-
ferent was the factwe havesteslbands. Andthat
real root has been lost. You have all these stew
ards, they don't have a clue how this thing was
1. A steelhand comes down the road, and
it's hikee *“What vou doing in the road?” and we're
like “Because if we didn't start this shit vou
wotlldn't be standing here in the first place!™*

st pl: 3':-1'.4] ve worked
15 haned here)” He
‘T hope that
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a normal dewmn kit is used to provide extra depth
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The classically ndented tenor pan

It's nat just Carnival itself which seems fo be
nudging out steelpan. Since the lease on their
long-standing home in Ladbroke Grove came up
agn, Ebony have been forced to move
echearsal space five times, and are yet to
find a stable new address. They're curently
using a school classroom in White City, but that
{3 13 500N 28 & TEMPOrary arran gement.

‘Recently steelpan is |k|l g pushed out of the
whole Notting Hill area,” savs Hadeed ruefully
‘People i the community don't realise how
important this is. A lot of youngsters out here,
they discovered they had a talent for something.
We're providing semething for the vouth to keep
them off the streets and outta muschief. These

otliers teatel lin

See? Lk a e franome: Hi

people see us petting shut down and think
nobody cares, They're gonna end up on the
streets, getting intomeschief, idle, doingnothing.”
A steolband 15 more than an oildrum orches-
tra: it can also be a social elub, community col-
lege or support group. Ebony run classes for
local schools, outreach programmes for voung
offenders and music therapy courses for the dis
abled. If Carnival is a celebration of the diversity
and heritage of the area, then some of the money
woiild be well spent upholding its traditions.
anorama certainly isn't going anvwhere for
the next few years, but it’s something that Lon-
doners should enjoy while they can. S0 do some-
thing different this vear: goand check it out. The
worst that cain happen is vou'll havea good ime.
Panoramais af Pleasaunce Park, WIO, on
Serturday from i, See this week's Carmival
siepplennent for furtfier mformation, See o,
fimeawt.com formore on steel bands in London,

How to play ‘Anarchy inthe UK’ onasteelpan

1

As with other in struments, to p!ay a chord
on a steelpan you hit several harmonic
notes at the same time. For this A chord,
you'll need to strike between the A and D
notes very rapidly with your right hand.
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Now you need to move on to the C chord.
Using exactly the same technique,
hammer the C and G notes with your left
hand (and E with your right). To continue
the riff, repeat steps 1 and 2 twice.

Now it's time for the big power F chord to
take it to the chorus. Move your hammers
onto the inner circle of notes to add
emphasis to the sound. Congratulations!
You've invented a whole new genre.




